


















SBA is compulsory for all studentsSBA is compulsory for all students
The SBA component comprises a reading / viewing programme where 
students will need to read / view two to four texts (‘texts’ encompass print, 
non-print, fiction and non-fiction material) over the course of three years, 
including at least one print and one non-print text, and write up some 
comments and personal reflections on them. Students then take part in a 
discussion with classmates on the texts they have read / viewed, or make 
an individual presentation and respond to their teacher’s questions, which 
will be derived from their written personal comments. The assessment will 
be based on the student’s oral performance. The reading / viewing / writing 
only serves as the means to this end and will not be assessed. 

Teachers need to conduct at least two assessments, and report two 
marks. Of the two marks reported, one mark should be based on a group 
interaction and one on an individual presentation. 

Guidelines on suitable assessment tasks and assessment criteria are 
provided for both parts, as well as samples of performance to illustrate 
assessment formats and standards. 

The detailed requirements, regulations and guidelines are provided in the 
SBA Handbook for HKDSE English Language published by the Hong Kong 
Examinations and Assessment Authority. 

Links:  

Curriculum Guide (latest):  https://cutt.ly/UnlRutW

Optimising measures: 
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum development/renewal/opt_core_subj.html

SBA Handbook (2024): https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/SBA/HKDSE/
SBAhandbook-2024-ELANG_Jun21.pdf
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So Citizenship and Social Development textbooks are suggested in the 
booklist for students’ reference.  There are two copies in the school library 
for internal circulation.  It is NOT compulsory for students to purchase ones 
before the beginning of term.  Students can decide after meeting their 
class teacher in the first week of new school year.

Note: In this examination, the term “data” is to be interpreted in the 
broadest possible sense to mean any type of information. The data 
provided in the questions of the examination may include, but not limited 
to, the following: 

• articles, news items, reports, memos, letters, and advertisements; 
• written dialogues; 
• tables, charts, maps; and 
• cartoons, pictures and illustrations. 

Source: Extracted from https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/
renewal/opt_core_subj.html.

Are “textbooks” necessary to Are “textbooks” necessary to 
students’ learning in Citizenship and students’ learning in Citizenship and 

Social Development Social Development 

During the past study of Liberal Studies, students often had to access up-to-date information sources 
of current affairs. Therefore, the learning and teaching resources selected for this new subject must 
also be kept updated. They should also provide background and basic knowledge related to the 
issues explored, and bring out the views, suggestions and values of different groups in society.

For effective learning of the subject, students do 
not have to rely on a single “textbook” as a major 
learning resource. On the contrary, they should refer 
to a wider range of information sources such as 
books, newspapers, magazines, television 
programmes, web-based learning 
mate r ia l s ,  and  even the i r  own 
experiences.
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2) enrich your son's life experiences
You can encourage and support your son to develop the habit of reading 
widely and engaging proactively in different kinds of activities. For 
example, you can encourage him to:
• subscribe to newspapers (especially those that include a student 

section) and read a wide range of materials from academic writings, 
magazines and newspapers to online resources; and

• engage in different kinds of activities such as museum visits and 
community services to enhance his ability to integrate and synthesise 
knowledge in a holistic manner.

3) help your son develop critical thinking skills
In helping your son to develop critical thinking skills, you should leave 
room for him to think and discuss. You should also instill in him qualities of 
respect for evidence and the views of others. For instance, you can:
• encourage him to raise questions and express his own views, ensure 

enough time for discussion and give compliments constantly;
• listen to his views on a range of issues and avoid making premature 

judgement so that he has confidence in developing critical thinking 
skills; and

• let your son know when his views have successfully changed yours. 

Further reference: https://334.edb.hkedcity.net/doc/eng/ls_parent_handbook_eng.pdf
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RemarksRemarks

The reasons for us to say YES to the New Common Core

•  Forbes: Why STEAM in education?

 We are at the beginning of a 4th industrial revolution and 
educators are faced with preparing a generation of students for 
many jobs that don’t even exist yet. Since the term STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) was coined back in 
2001, there has been growing interest in this learning philosophy 
to better prepare today's students for tomorrow's jobs. However, 
to adequately prepare the future workforce, another acronym is 
gaining popularity: STEAM, which adds arts to the mix… In fact, 
according to one study, nearly all Nobel laureates in the sciences 
practice some form of arts as adults. When you compare these 
successful scientists with others, they are significantly more likely 
than other scientists to practise art in a variety of forms, from 
acting to singing, writing poetry to woodworking, and more. 
It is this science success and art connection that make STEAM 
proponents believe that by integrating arts to education, it 
creates a person more ready to meet the ingenuity demands of 
our economy.

Source: 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/bernardmarr/2020/01/15/we-need-steam-not-stem-
education-to-prepare-our-kids-for-the-4th-industrial revolution/?sh=2718240e55fb

•  Harvard Graduate School of Education: Why DESIGN THINKING for 
    K12 students?
 “It was a great opportunity for Project Zero. As the Agency by 

Design team began to investigate the maker movement, design 
thinking, tinkering — the various DIY and hands-on inspired 
approaches — we realised there was a lot to learn from educators 
and makers and young people about the benefits of maker 
experiences,” said Jennifer Ryan, the PZ manager working on the 
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research project. “Funders were interested in not only helping us 
build knowledge around these spheres, but also in supporting the 
development of activities and tools that could encourage maker-
empowered youth.”

Source:https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/13/12/benefits-design-and-maker-thinking

•  IB: Why EXTENDED ESSAY for all IB students?

 The extended essay provides:

 • practical preparation for undergraduate research

 • an opportunity for students to investigate a topic of personal  
 interest to them, which relates to one of the student's six DP 
 subjects, or takes the interdisciplinary approach of a World Studies 
 extended essay.

 Through the research process for the extended essay, students 
develop skills in:

 • formulating an appropriate research question

 • engaging in a personal exploration of the topic

 • communicating ideas

 • developing an argument.

 Participation in this process develops the capacity to analyse, 
synthesize and evaluate knowledge.

Source: 
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/extended-essay/
what-is-the-extended-essay/
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